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SYNODALITY – is the way a group makes decisions, the model includes listening to a broad range of people, 

discussing issues, to hear the Holy Spirit guiding the Church. Synodality is not about winners and losers. It is 

about discerning where we sense the Holy Spirit inspiring me and us, and it is about speaking with honesty, 

boldness, listening humbly and being open to new ideas.  

The Church, at the directon of  ope  rancis, has identied 10 themes that explore diferent facets of  “lived 

synodality”.  Each parish, throughout the world, is asked to have their members gather and respond to 

questons from each of the 10 themes. The informaton from these  “sessions” will be gathered and passed on 

to the bishops and then to the Vatcan.  As a parish, St. Als will also look at our results and evaluate how 

people respond and how we can use that informaton to beter meet the needs of our parish.  

 ollowing are the 10 themes that will be used at our listening session.  

I. COM ANIONS ON THE JOURNEY - In the Church and in society, we are side by side on the same 

road. 

II.  LISTENING - Listening requires having an open mind and heart, without prejudice.

III. S EAKING OUT - All are invited to speak freely with courage while integratng freedom, truth, and 

charity.  

IV. CELEBRATION –  “Walking together” is only possible if it is based on communal listening to the 

Word and the celebraton of the Eucharist.  

V. SHARING RES ONSIBILITY  OR OUR COMMON MISSION - Synodality is at the service of the Church 

in which all the members are called to partcipate. 

VI. DIALOGUE IN CHURCH AND SOCIETY - Dialogue is a path that makes it possible to gather the     

experiences of persons and people.  

VII.  ECUMENISM - The dialogue between Christans of diferent confessions, united by one Baptsm, 

has a special place in the synodal journey.

VIII. AUTHORITY AND  ARTICI ATION - A synodal Church is a partcipatory and co-responsible Church.

IX. DISCERNING AND DECIDING - In a synodal style, decisions are made through discernment, based on

a consensus that fows from the common obedience to the Spirit.

X.  ORMING OURSELVES IN SYNODALITY - Our journey together is asking that we become a base for 

the formaton of the human person, of the Christan, of the family and of our community.  
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